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Westlake Stakeholders Successfully Advocate to protect a Working Waterfront 

City of Seattle agrees to a comprehensive community process  

 

Seattle, WA – Today, the Westlake Stakeholders Group reached agreement with the City of Seattle to 

create a 13-member citizen Design Advisory Committee as part of the City’s outreach efforts related to 

the design and development of new cycling infrastructure through the Westlake Avenue North 

neighborhood.  This agreement establishes a diverse citizen advisory group appointed by Mayor Murray 

that will work directly with City transportation staff in evaluating any new infrastructure changes, 

setting a positive framework of comprehensive, collaborative transportation planning.  As part of the 

agreement with the City, the Westlake Stakeholders Group is withdrawing its appeal of the City’s 

environmental review of the update to the Bicycle Master Plan.  The Westlake Stakeholders initially filed 

their SEPA appeal to raise critical issues about the bicycle infrastructure planning undertaken by the 

previous mayor that failed to adequately consider community, environmental, economic and safety 

concerns.  

“We thank Councilmember Sally Bagshaw for working to understand and support Westlake’s historic, 

unique, working waterfront,” said Cam Strong, a small business- and boat-owner member of the 

Westlake Stakeholders Group. “We also thank Mayor Ed Murray and his staff for their commitment to 

comprehensive transportation planning and the maritime community, a critical economic cluster in 

Seattle. This settlement would never have been possible without their support and advocacy.” 

When approved by the City Council, the updated Bicycle Master Plan will commit the City to invest 

$300-500 million dollars in new, single-mode cycling infrastructure. It is estimated that 3-5 percent of 

daily trips in Seattle are taken by bicycle. In contrast, transit accounted for 43 percent of all 2012 trips 

into downtown; King County is currently considering a funding package that would maintain current 

transit services through a revenue package of increased fares and taxes to generate $140 million 

annually ($80 million for transit, $60 million for infrastructure).  

“I want to commend the Westlake Stakeholders for taking the time to work with me and the City to 

understand their concerns about future cycling improvements,” said Councilmember Sally Bagshaw. 

“Thanks to the Westlake Stakeholders, SDOT, and their attorneys for negotiating a reasonable means to 

reach a smart community solution.”   

“The Bicycle Master Plan identifies nearly 500 miles of new cycling facilities throughout the City of 

Seattle that will create economic, safety and access impacts to residential, commercial and industrial 

communities,” said Bill Wehrenberg, property manager and long-time Westlake resident. “The Westlake 

Stakeholders are optimistic that the City will remain committed to addressing our numerous concerns 

while complying with environmental regulations when considering any alterations to the area, and we 

encourage other communities to advocate when new projects are proposed in their neighborhoods.”  



 

The Westlake Stakeholders Group is a grassroots organization representing numerous business, property 
and boat owners, residents, employees, customers and visitors. Westlake Avenue N is a critical piece of 
Seattle’s vibrant, historic, working waterfront that hosts hundreds of thousands of visitors, thousands of 
employees and is home to hundreds of floating home and live-a-board residents and water dependent 
small businesses. The Westlake Stakeholders Group is committed to advocating for our working 
waterfront.  


